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We send our deepest condolences to the family of 

Rosina Hedrich on her recent passing. 

     Rick Stumpf

Three May Birthdays!

May Tribute to Mothers:

Connections 

“It’s all about your connections”. That’s a phrase that has been repeated many 
times by people for many years. In the business world, whether it’s selling, 
looking to get a promotion or even changing jobs, your connections can be a 
factor in your success. With the explosive growth of social media, connections 
have become a significant part of daily life. 

In our Lieblinger club, connections are what keep us together. Even those of us 
that are not directly related, although it is often suggested that to some degree 
we are all related, find that our regular gatherings give us opportunities to 
strengthen our connections. Though I was born in Chicago, when I visited 
Liebling with my wife several years ago, I felt a strong sense of belonging, a 
connection, to the place my family and my friends’ families called home for 
over a century. That same felling is what keeps me engaged with the club. 

Now to the question, “Are we all related?”. After attending the memorial service 
for Rosina Hedrich, I recalled a conversation I had with her now deceased 
husband Martin. Several years ago at a regular monthly meeting, Martin and I 
were in the bar area when he pulled me aside and said to me, “Dei Großmutter 
und mei Großmutter…” and I jumped in and said, “war Großmutter!”. At which 
point Martin flashed his impish smile then laughed out loud. It’s a prank that 
many of you have heard me repeat often. It also reminds me of a great idea 
that a young member suggested a few months ago which I am going to launch 
now. 

The idea and challenge is for a Young Lieblinger to match up with another 
Lieblinger, research how they may be related, and report at the following 
meeting during our moment of culture. At the June meeting I will report my 
findings of how I may be related to Rosina Hedrich. I will choose a Young 
Lieblinger to research their relation to another member and report to us at the 
July meeting. This challenge will be a fun way to strengthen our connections. 

http://lieblingerchicago.com
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General Meeting Highlights

✦ On May 6, thirty-one adults attended the 1,025th meeting. 

✦ Lunch was sponsored by Barbara Blum in honor of her 90th birthday in 
February and Heidi Atkinson sponsored dessert for her May birthday. 

✦ Observed a moment of silence for the passing of Rosina Hedrich.  

✦ Celebrated our “Tribute to Mothers” with photos, stories, and artifacts. 

✦ Please send or give Katie photos for our 2019 fundraiser calendar.  

✦ At the committee meeting before the June 3 meeting we will plan activities 
for our August 12th family-friendly picnic.  

✦ Show and Tell: Talked about “the Ice Men”. Mrs. Blechschmidt encouraged 
all members, from all cultures, to share their family history and stories. 

2018 Newsletter editor and photos, Katie Amundsen 

Social events in Liebling centered on dancing, so everyone knew how to 
dance well. From early on, babies danced on the arms of their parents, and 
as soon as they could stand, small children learned basic dance steps and 
could clap to a beat. 

Dancing around the May pole was a tradition enjoyed by the schoolchildren. 
Beginning in the 4th grade, groups of classmates would gather in the 
courtyard of a boy’s home. The girls would bring a handmade wreath of 
flowers, fathers would attach the wreath to the May pole, then raise the “Mai 
Baum”. Music was provided by someone playing a concertina or accordion 
and all the couples danced around the Mai Baum. “Grachel”, a bottled 
strawberry drink made from syrup and soda was served to the girls by the 
boys. The May pole did not have ribbons as in other villages, but Liebling’s 
children had plenty of fun with their classmates around the Mai Baum.

Once the schoolchildren became confirmed, they were considered young 
adults and were allowed to attend the Sunday night dances. Before 
confirmation schoolchildren were not even allowed to peek into the dance 
halls. Besides the groups of young adults, young married couples also 
attended the dances. The bar area was restricted to men only, no food was 
served, and women did not have anything drinks. 

There were four dance halls in Liebling, each with a 6-8 piece band. 
Everyone was designated to attend a specific hall depending upon where 
one lived and where their friends attended. From St. Katharine’s Day (Nov. 
25) until Christmas and all during Lent there was no dancing, but on 
holidays and Kirchweih there was dancing both in the afternoons and 
evening. On Kerweih when the afternoon music ended, a group of friends 
would take the band to a boy’s house, have dinner, meet the girls who had 
changed Tracht at home, and continue back to the hall for more dancing!

May Tribute to Mothers


